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What is a Complete Neighborhood?

Portland Plan, 2013 www.pdxplan.comPlan Melbourne 2015-2050
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Why Complete Neighborhoods?

❑ Climate Change

❑ Wealth

❑ Health

❑ Equity

❑ Community



Climate Change

“The critical energy drain in a typical 
American suburb is not the Hummer in the 
driveway; it’s everything else the Hummer 
makes possible – the oversized houses and 
irrigated yards, the network of new feeder 
roads and residential streets, the costly and 
inefficient outward expansion of the power 
grid, the duplicated stores and schools, the 
two-hour solo commutes.”

- David Owen, Green Metropolis
2009



Climate Change

Average Household Carbon Footprint
By tCO2e (metric tons of CO2 equivalent)

coolclimate.org



Wealth
A neighborhood’s walkability and proximity to transit has positive correlations 
with assessed property value and sales price.

The WalkUP Wake Up Call: Boston by Christopher B. Leinberger & Patrick Lynch, George Washington University  School of Business, 2016

WalkScore
Intersection 

Density
Gross 
FAR

Copper 83 132 0.56

Silver 80 173 0.65

Gold 89 299 1.05

Platinum 91 344 2.2

Assessed Values per Acre ($MM)
71 Metro Boston Area Neighborhoods



Wealth



Wealth

“On average, addition of one Walk Score 
point can increase the price of a home by 

an average of  $3,250 or 0.9 percent.”

How Much is a Point of Walk Score Worth? Redfin.com/news/how-much-is-a-point-of-walk-score-worth/
October 2020



Wealth

American Public Transportation Association 
National Association of Realtors 

2019



Wealth
Walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods economically outperform car-centric 
suburbs.

Lafayette, FL

www.urbanthree.com



Wealth

Eugene, OR

www.urbanthree.com



Wealth 

Eugene, ORwww.urbanthree.com
Not Just Bikes: https://www.youtube.com/c/NotJustBikes

http://www.urbanthree.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/NotJustBikes


Health
Walkable communities save lives.

“In 2019, the population-based death rate in the 
United States (11.1 per 100,000 population; 
36,355 deaths) was the highest among the 29 
high-income countries and was 2.3 times the 
average rate of the 28 other high-income 
countries (4.8).”

Americans are four times more likely to die in a 
car crash than Britons and three times more 
than the Dutch or Japanese.

cdc.gov



Health

New England Journal of Medicine
May 2022

Causes of Death for 
Children and Adolescents 



Health
Premature deaths are an outcome of community design.

Hauptman M, Gaffin JM, Petty CR, Sheehan WJ, Lai PS, Coull B, Gold DR, Phipatanakul W. Proximity to major roadways and asthma symptoms in the School Inner-City Asthma Study. 
J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2020. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6949366/



Health

“Eleven studies qualified as studies of asthma prevalence 
in children. From these studies, the Panel concluded that 
living close to busy roads appears to be an independent 
risk factor for the onset of childhood asthma.”

“Among the more than 20 cohort and cross-sectional 
studies reviewed that examined the association between 
exposure to traffic-related pollution and wheezing (an 
important symptom in the expression and diagnosis of 
asthma) in children, there was a high degree of 
consistency in finding positive associations, many of which 
reached statistical significance.”



Health



Health



Health Percentage of Commuters Driving Alone to Work
ACS 2012-2017 5-year estimates



Equity
Complete neighborhoods can address inequities in public health risks and economic opportunity.

15%
of American adults 
don’t possess a 
driver’s license 

60%
of transit riders 
(bus and rail) 
identify as 
non-white

2x
On average, BIPOC 
are 2 times more 
likely to be killed 
while walking

30%
of pedestrian deaths 
occur in low-income 
neighborhoods, 
despite accounting for 
17% of our population



Equity

Walkable neighborhoods 
prolong autonomy and 
independence for children 
and older adults.



Equity

The number of amenity and 
mobility-rich neighborhoods 
in the U.S. are limited, despite 
increasing demand from 
people of all ages in all stages 
of life.



Equity
In most American cities, the poor subsidizes the wealthy.

Lafayette, FL

www.urbanthree.com



Community
Walkable communities build social capital.

Livable Streets, Donald Appleyard (1981)



Beyond 3A Compliance

Greetings from

Massachusetts

How will my community use this opportunity to:

❑ guide future growth patterns centered 
around the human scale?

❑ eliminate barriers towards building 
community wealth and equity for 
disadvantaged populations?

❑ implement policies and tools to capture new 
value to invest in mobility infrastructure?
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